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Dear Members,
| hope that you are enjoying the ‘summer’ weather. The hot dry days seem
to be less common than the cold wet ones. | recall that on Top Gear some
time ago presenter Richard Hammond made an amphibious Herald. Has
anyone ever thought of building a similar Midge? At least the wooden body
would help it to float — very useful fo those in Somerset who have suffered
from flooding again.

I'm relieved to say that my Midge has come through the MOT for another
year. Not quite with flying colours, because the handbrake was ‘only just
OK. To my mind, a handbrake is a pass or a fail, and ‘only just means a
pass. But to save an ignominious failure next year | felt that a small adjust-
ment would improve matters, and that is where the fun started. Those of you
with Ford based vehicles will be gloating already, but for those with the Tri-
umph based version, you won't need to be reminded that adjustment of the
rear cable is a work of art, even when you have triple-jointed fingers. The
famous rear suspension with the positive camber is a real pain, because the
cable may be taut when the car is on the ground; but jacking up the rear
causes the wheels to disappear (well almost!) underneath the car pulling the
cable tight as it does so.

The remedy is to adjust the cable with the car on the ground, but the prob-
lem is how to get at it. I've often wondered why the rear mudguards are held
on with a few nuts and bolts, but Midge owners are an ingenious lot and by
removing the rear mudguards, the accessibility is changed from impossible
to plain difficult — but it can be done! Next time any one asks how to adjust a
rear handbrake cable; just say that the first task is to remove the rear wings.
They'll never believe you, but if anyone can enlighten me to do the same job
without bodywork dismantling I'd be delighted.

Enjoy your cars and enjoy the summer!

John

A Midge Owner that’s just
M | like his car— a one off!
|| | had the great pleasure recently
& of meeting John Bircumshaw on
= ,-v——-'*ﬂ—_—'- ) the way back from Devon to
b & Scotland (and seeing his Midge—
what a beauty! YThanks for your
friendly welcome and hospitality
i John, and all the hard work you've
# been doing over the years, on
- behalf of all Midge Club members.

Send all stories, photographs &
questions to John Bircumshaw
johnbirc@btinternet.com
Tel: 01455 634168
15 Westminster Drive, Burbage,

Hinckley LE10 2HA

MIDGE OF
THE

MONTH!

Steve Brocklesby
of Hull

| am retired now, in my mid fifties,
and have worked at BP chemicals
for the last twenty odd years. In my
previous working life | was a time
served welder fabricator, and it is
these skills which have helped me to
get my Midge back on the road.

The story begins in 1986, | bought a
kit car magazine, and my attention
was drawn to the advert for the JC
Midge. | sent away for the introduc-
tory literature explaining the concept
and what was required. | almost took
the big step, but a young family, and
lack of both time and money stopped
me. The years passed, my two
daughters grew up and | found that |
had more time and money. Over the
years | had built up guite a collection
of tools and equipment, | WAS
READY!

| saw my Midge advertised in auto
trader last July, with a rather optimis-
tic price tag of £2000, the owner said
it had been stored for the last ten
years (an understatement in my
opinion). | knew that | could get her
back on the road; | fell in love and
arranged a rescue. A considerably
reduced price was agreed; | bor-
rowed a friend’s car transporter and
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