I DECEMBER 2008

New Member
Stan Demeza

It's never happened before, but our
Midge Man of the month is also one
of our new members. Stan Demeza
is building a Midge, and who better to
try new ideas than someone who
spent the last 20 years at Lynx Cars
(for the uninitiated, this company built
Jaguar racing replicas) Stan was the
Machine Shop manager and like all
Lynx personnel was able to help out
in other parts of the Company, which
is how he learnt to do body work, but
his main task was in engine building.
Stan had some very memorable
times there and had the good fortune
to see and go out in some really
special cars and meet some great
people. Not many folk can say they
have been out in Steve McQueen's
GT40 or met the likes of Pete
Waterman and Stirling Moss.

Unfortunately, Lynx no longer build
their replicas, but the expertise of their
staff has gone to CKL Developments
and Dunford Classic Cars who are con-
tinuing the tradition. Stan’s own prefer-
ence from the Lynx factory was the
LWE Low Drag but at around £200K he
didn't bother but built an MGB GT Se-
bring instead which is now waiting for
its final paint job. He also has a 1960
BSA Shooting Star and a 1978 Honda
550 4cylinder. Both are in use but he
intends to give them a refurbish over
the winter. Stan thinks that building a
Midge or similar car is more demanding
than the construction of a replica Jag-
uar, as the builder has to be able to do
just about everything himself. Lynx had
separate departments for car construc-
tion, ie: engine shop, panel shop, trim-
mers, builders, mechanics and paint
shop. He feels that he was lucky to be
able to assist in all these departments.
Not satisfied with building his Midge as
per the plans, Stan is looking into a
space frame construction for the body-
work, but he does like the idea of work-
ing with wood instead of rust. He’s also
thinking of modifying some of the sus-
pension parts, using Ford Sierra rear
hubs and UJds. Initially he will keep to
standard, get it built and on the road,
then do the modifications.

The Midge build should present no problems for Stan, providing he can
fititin! Stan also does 1/8 model stock car racing in his spare time!

Send all stories, photographs &
questions to John Bircumshaw
johnbirc@btinternet.com
Tel: 01455 634168
15 Westminster Drive, Burbage,

Hincklev LE10 2HA

Dear Members,
| hope that you are all well, and have

spent a good summer with your cars.
The weather has not been particularly

kind, and a number of shows which |
had mténded. go to were cancelled at

the last minute. This was very
frustrating for the organisers and the

exhibitors, but at least there have been

some indoor shows to attend. Al the
‘end of October | attended the National

Restoration Show at Stoneleigh. It was

one glorious autojumhle with some
. basket-case cars for sale, and a num-
ber of Club stands as well.

The Triumph Dolomite Club were build-

ing up a car from a very tatty bodyshell
and a Sprint engine and gearbox, the
intention being to drive the car away
from the Show. There were also other

Clubs showing their cars; everything
from barn finds to Concours examples,

the latter seeming very inappropriate at
a restoration show! Amongst the cars
for sale was a Triumph Vitesse that had
‘seen better days and was on offer at

around £2500, which was a lot to pay

for a donor car for your next Mldge
_prolept | hope that you are all surviving

this recession and that our cottage
industry’ of building Midges is going
better than some of the major car

‘manufacturers and dealers. It seems
that the ‘Big Three' in the USA; General
Motors, Ford and Chrysler will all go

bust next year without a major bail out

from the US Government, whilst in the
UK, the Pendragon car dealership

group (which includes Stratstones) are
on target to make a loss of £30M this
year. | expect there'll be a lot of gold
bracelets and Tag Heuer watches com-

ing up on eBay! Pendragon also say
that used car prices are falling by about

5% a month, so by my reckoning you'll
be able to buy a supercharged Jaguar

XJR for about £3K in a couple of years.
| think I'll start saving now and buy one

when they're half the cost of a decent
Midge! As this is our last magazine
for 2008, | should like to take this op-
portunity of wishing you every happi-
ness for Christmas, and security in your
lives and jobs for the New Year, Finally,
may | ask you to return the update form
included in this magazine. We're hav-
ing another ‘free’ year, but | do need to
know where you are and what has

changed in the last twelve months.

John












