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| HOW DAF(T) CAN YOU BE?
ohn Krabbendham has sent

‘| greetings and a letter from Holland.

We have settled in our new home, the

il garage cum workshop is finished and filled to
ithe brim, not with a rolling Herald/Vitesse
e chassis for a Midge but with a DAF 32 from
1966 and a basket case in the form of a
Morris 8 series 2 from 1937. How did all this
happen? Well, | was offered the Morris and
being a prewar saloon it seemed a nice addition to a Midge in the long run.
Nothing is in one piece. The shell is in primer and mounted on a rolling chas-
sis but it is all there (I hope). How did | end up with the DAF? The owner of
the Morris also owned the DAF and only wanted to part with the Morris in
combination with the DAF. The main jobs are getting the petrol to flow to the
pump again after 11 years dry storage, freeing the brakes and variomatic-
system and a good clean-up in- and outside. Next step is to find a new owner
for it who will give it all the TLC it deserves, unless my daughter snaps it up
(she's already thinking hard). Continued on Page 3

CLASSIC CAR SHOW at NEC 9-11 November

The annual show at the NEC is one of the highlights in the Classic Car
Calendar, and this year was no exception. My overall impression was
‘overwhelming’ as there were
four Halls full of amazing vehicles
and every spare part that you
might ever need to keep your car
on the road.

So what stood out for me? Firstly,
a Bugatti type 35 replica, and
here we're not referring to a Teal,
but a ‘pur-sang’ car made in Ar-
gentina and marketed by the Old
Racing Car Company at a touch over £100K (Il believel) That's a lot of
money by anyone's standards, but to put it in perspective, it's probably
about 10% of the cost of the genuine article if you can find one! Coming
back to earth, a company by the name of Lifestyle Automotive were market-
ing an MG TD replica for £27K, This was of superb quality with a Toyota 2
litre engine. But why buy one of these when you could get a genuine MG
TC fully restored for £19,995? This just seems to prove that our Midges are
much undervalued, because the fun factor with them is just as great as with
the more exotic machinery!

Send all stories, photographs &
questions to John Bircumshaw
johnbirc@btinternet.com
Tel: 01455 634168
15 Westminster Drive, Burbage,
Hinkley, LE10 2HA

Our Midge of the
Month this time is
owned by Neil
Russell. Neil's in-

terests  include
music,  running,
and moving| .

house, but in spite
of these he has|
found time to look —
after the Club

Website
www.mobc.co.uk This month we’re

relating his experiences in seeking
SVA approval for his Midge which is
Ford based and the account is a
salutary lesson for all Midge Builders
who have yet to face this
challenge..............

The test was booked a couple of
times and then postponed when |
had problems arranging transport to
the centre and doubts about the silli-
ness they were going to go to in the
detail. Inthe end, | putitin knowing it
would fail. The test itself lasted three
and a half hours and, as | had roped
in a garage-owning neighbour for
transport, the cost exceeded the test
feel | bought the chassis in '97’ as an
'unstarted project’' and it had been
lying in a garage untouched for at
least ten years - long before SVA
was ever thought up. | tried to build
with SVA in mind, but perhaps |
shouldn't even have bothered. A car
with exposed suspension is doomed
from the start! Still, nobody can say |
didn't try! ( continued Page 2 )




CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Every part that was 'contactable'
was covered in plastic tube, rub-
ber, or Tight-n-Fast and all nuts
were covered regardless of
whether contactable or not.

The steering wheel that | had
found on eBay, covered with rub-
ber strip, fitted with a padded cen-
tre failed because the examiner
didn't find an approval mark. On
the other hand, the only interior
mirror that | have ever found, suit-
able for this type of application,
with an approval mark, he failed
because he could see more of his
shoulder than was allowed! The
indicators, mounted on the same

car had not failed on any major

items. .

It turned out that | had fitted my
track rod ends upside down thereby
altering the steering geometry and
causing excessive 'bump-steer'. (I
hadn't even realized that they could
be fitted the wrong way). If the test
didn't show anything wrong, we
have to ask ‘what is the point of the
test? | think back to the examiner
getting his radius checker to my
bonnet catches, specifically bought
to pass the test, and saying "only
just". It must be said that the Midge
hasn't been for the retest vet, but

improved and made more relevant
to you. | have prepared a ques-
tionnaire which is attached, and
should be pleased if you would
make a resolution to complete it
and return it to me, so that | can
meet your expectations more
closely.

| shall also be producing an up-
dated List of Members in the near
future, and it would be helpful if
you would confirm the personal
details | hold with regard to you
and your car. | am pleased to say
that apart from the initial Registra-
tion Fee of £10, no other subscrip-

pillar as the headlamps were
deemed to be just partially ob-
scured by the mudguards and so
were a failure point (I silently put
the case that that is precisely why
there are repeaters fitted). | didn't
say anything!

The really important failure point
that | couldn't argue with (not that |
argued with anything) was the seat
belt mountings. | had extended the
seat backs by 10cm to make the
‘upper mount point', the guide
through which the belts would
pass before being bolted through
the chassis into captive nuts. This
would have been fine had the
seats themselves been sufficiently
strong. The examiner, it has to be
said, made a point of explaining
how to overcome each failure
item. The solution to this was two-
fold. Either fit seats of sufficient
strength (which he said were hide-
ously expensive) or make a higher
mounting platform. | chose the lat-
ter!

Other failure points (and there
were eleven of them), were too
silly to go into here, but the really
disturbing thing was the car was
too dangerous to drive! The exam-
iner drove the car around the big
open concrete grounds and, be-
fore that, ran it up to 70mph on the
rollers to test the speedo but when
| drove it two miles to have the
track adjusted on the optical gear,
| frightened myself silly. This was
the day before the retest so | can-
celled the appointment. | was go-
ing to drive the 38 miles to the test
centre because | 'knew' that the

I'm quietly confident!
Did Neil pass the SVA or
didn’t he? The Story
continues in our hext Mag.

Spotted at a recent Classic Car
Rally in Scotland—aren’t these 2
just the Real Thing?

EDITORS LETTER

| hope that you have all had a
good year with your Midges. If
you're using them over the winter
period, then | hope that your
heaters (if any) will operate effi-
ciently. If you don’'t have a heater
then thermal underwear will be
the next best thing!

Another year has almost passed
and a number of resolutions |
made at the beginning of 2007
have not yet been fulfilled. | have
a remedy for this situation — don't
make any for 2008 — apart from
one, that is. I'm sure you will ap-
preciate that a considerable effort
has been involved in producing
the latest issue, and | should be
grateful if you would spare a few
moments of your time to let me
know whether | am producing
copy that is of interest, and how
you think the Newsletter could be

tions will be due for the next year
as the Club is in a healthy financial
situation. | hope to prepare the
new Members' List in January, so
your reply in the next month would
be greatly appreciated. If | do not
hear from you, | shall assume that
you nho longer wish to continue
your membership of this exclusive
Club!
| should like to wish you and
your families every
happiness for Christmas, and
success in all you do in 2008.
May it be a good year for all
of us with lots of warm
weather to come when we
shall be able to have our first
meeting as a Club for many

years.JOhI/L

3 NEW MEMBERS
THIS MONTH—
BRINGING US UP TO 90!

WEBSITE TO CHECK OUT
RE BUGGATI Story Page 1
www.oldracingcar.co.uk

THE OLD RACING CAR COMPANY




You can trust me
- I'm a Midge Owner!!

I'm delighted to say that the Club
is in a satisfactory financial
position, but how do you know
that your Secretary is an honest
bloke? Perhaps it's time that our
accounts were audited, and I'd
be very grateful if any member
with sufficient financial knowl-
edge (and thats not a great
amount!) would volunteer to audit
our ‘books. Please let John know
if you could undertake this task
which would take about one hour
at the most.

DAF: Continued from Page 1
This leaves me with the Morris
which will give me plenty to do for
the next years. But no classic
transportation in the meantime.
So, | still need a Midge. Instead
of building one myself the idea of
buying one instead has now be-
come much more attractive. |
have even thought briefly of
building a Midge on the Morris
chassis, but that would be a
shame as the old girl is too good
and deserves a second life.
Thanks for this, John.

A Midge using a Morris Eight
as a donor would certainly be a
first!

A condensed story from Tom
Sanderson of Hull

Just to let you know | am still

promoting Midges at shows |

attend locally with the East
Yorkshire Thoroughbred Car
Club. My car promotes a lot of
interest. The longest run was to
Whitby for the Whitby Regatta in
August, approx ©6b5miles.
Unfortunately | bust a condenser
and had to order one from Whitby
Factors ( What a nice man),
which took approx 24 hours to
arrive, Hey-ho that's the fun of
Classic motoring/

Anyone else got a 2X2
Midge like Gareth
Bennett’s? Looks Great!

Artist extraordinaire!
Its always good to learn more
about our Club members, and what
they do for their day job. Some time
ago | was in touch with Paul
Guiffrida and learnt that he was an
artist with a particular interest in
taking old, decaying materials and
turning them into something attrac-
tive. No wonder he runs a Midge!

Paul Guiffrida in his studio
Paul, who is of Sicilian and Welsh
descent, captures marks left by the
passing of people, nature and time
through buildings and structures.
Drawing on his surroundings of
industrial decay in Wales and his
ancestral Mediterranean back-
ground, Paul's work comes into
being through destructive proc-
esses (scratching, scoring, tearing,
breaking and burning) as much as
the creative (painting, sculpting,
binding and nailing). YWhat we may
first assume to be the surface is
revealed as the interior of the work.
The results are collages of memory,
of long pasts and long shadows..

Paul’s Midge—another
recycled work of art!

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM

YOU!

Photographs, Stories, Tips,
Questions, Websites you’'d
recommend.......

HELP! 'M FEELING LOW!
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Ron Crawford from Cornwall, has
asked whether anyone can advise
him on the rear suspension height

of his Midge. He has fitted a new
Spitfire transverse spring and stan-
dard shock absorbers, but there is
only about 2" of travel when the car

is at rest. Does anyone have any
idea how this can be increased? If

so, please contact Ron
on 01209 211706

WE HAVE PLANS!

I'm delighted to say that the Plans
and Build Manual are now available
to those brave souls who would like
to build their own Midge. They will
provide hours, perhaps months of
good entertainment; the record for
building {(an incomplete) Midge now
stands at 20 years, so the plans
could bring a lifetime’s pleasure, not
to mention frustration!. They are
available from me (John) at around
£50 which represents the cost of
photocopying and post & packing. If
that sounds a lot of money, we'll
throw in Membership of the Club for
free to any non member! Why not
let a Midge become the car you've
always promised yourself and send
off your order now in time for
Christmas?

Petr Konig points out re our last
Issue, Prague is not spelt Pratur.
Sorry Petr!




]a][d Man and you thought building
TheﬁV a Midge could be difficult!

THE HISTORY, REDISCOVERY ]
R i There is a fremendous satisfaction in
, building and running you own car, as the

members of our Club would confirm. But
what if your interest lies not in small cars
but in veteran and vintage buses? ['ve
just been reading a book called ‘The Ley-
land Man' and it tells the story of Mike
Sutcliffe, an Accountant by profession
who has made this a lifetime hobby. He
has restored eight old buses (1208 to
1924 ) - the first of which was completed

under plastic sheeting in his back garden.
This was a Leyland model G open topped double decker with outside
staircase. The body was found in a hedge in Brentwood, the chassis was
oh a nearby farm, having been used to carry a water tanker, and the
wheels, engine and gearbox were from an enthusiasts’ scrapyard. Gradu-
ally all the components were assembled and restoration was completed in
May 1984 just in time for the Historic Commercial Vehicle Society’'s Lon-
don to Brighton run which it completed.

Mike is currently working on the restoration of a 1934 Leyland Tiger which,
he has said, will be his last restoration before retirement, and he has been
honoured with an MBE for his services to vehicle preservation. If you're
interested in classic buses then Mike holds an open day each year at his
house in Totternoe, Bedfordshire, where his buses are kept, and to learn
more about the restorations, his book is well worth a read. It will certainly
make you feel that building your own Midge is perhaps not such a difficult
project after all!

thought it was not worth their while.
| liked a particular engine conver-
sion on a Spitfire to a two litre 16
valve Ford lump, and it set me
thinking...........7

This was essentially a practical
show, with spares galore for the

- enthusiast, and a smattering of cars
Triumph and MG for sale, some of which wgre barn
Restoration Show finds and others which had been

lovingly restored. There was a
This event was held at the Herald 1200 at £395, with a current
National Agricultural Centre in | MOT so that is perhaps the price of
Stoneleigh on 28 October 2007. a reasonable donor for a Midge

Apart from the long queues to | these days.
gain entry, it was worth the wait
because there was plenty to see, @

even if there were no Midges in | The thing that never ceases to
sight. Displays by a few clubs amaze me is the sheer number of
added to the interest and the MG | people interested in the old car
car club had a TC or two with a | movement, whether for showing,
running video commentary on restoring, building, selling or just
how to restore these cars. It | looking. Long may it all continue
made building a Midge look quite | because apart from being a good
simple by comparison. practical outlet, the classic car
The Triumph Clubs were also movement is a great social leveller,
represented although some of and the camaraderie amongst en-
the larger clubs were missing; | thusiastsis always very enjoyable.
perhaps they

BON CHANCE!

Steve Hogg, an ex-pat who
now lives in France intends to
build a Midge one day soon.
Good luck to him, and don’t
forget we have experience of
getting a Midge registered in the
European Union which he may
find useful

James Macmillan Orr — one of our
Scottish members ( as you may
notice looking at his Midge! ) James
rescued his Midge from a Devon
barn where it had lain undisturbed
for 10 years. It was in a sad state but
all the parts were there. James
transported it over the Border

( stealthily, at night, in case English
MOBC members tried to organise a
kidnap! ) and over a period of 3
years managed finally to conduct
successful road trials on the quiet
roads of the Scottish Borders. The
photograph of James and son Simon
below, out on the road with the
Midge, for the first time in 13 years,
is one of James's favourites —
capturing as he believes, the sheer
joy of driving a Midge.... caring
hothing about doors, the
cosmetics...only about the growl of
the exhaust, the wind in your hair...
and going like a rocket! James is
also into old open cockpit aircraft &
that explains a lot about him!







