DECEMBER 2009

iy

Send all stories, photographs &
questions to John Bircumshaw
johnbirc@btinternet.com
Tel: 01455 634168
15 Westminster Drive, Burbage,

David Parry tells us about his modified Midge....

| have had the Midge for nearly 11 years, and bought it from a garage in
North Wales for £1000. It was advertised in the Autotrader and it seemed too
good an opportunity to miss as | was looking for a little run around. It has
been used for holidays in Anglesey which is 100 plus miles from me with
only minor problems. | occasionally use it for work related meetings which
can be again 200 mile journeys and it always makes the journey that little bit
more interesting.

When purchased, it was in reasonable condition and had a bench seat in the
front looked good but if you drove anywhere more than 10 miles you needed
a Chiropractor afterwards. It also had Spitfire wheels that looked too small
for the car. It is based on a Triumph chassis but has a Ford cross flow 1300.
| want a bit more power so | might go for a zetec engine if | can get it in with
the fuel injection and a 5 speed gearbox as it runs out of steam at 75 mph at
the moment.

As | have spent most of my life chopping and hot rodding cars and bikes it
was only a matter of time before | started on the Midge. It now has high back
cobra buckets with racing harnesses to go with the wide wheels stiffer sus-
pension and very noisy performance. The exhaust exits straight out from the
front side panel and goes down under the door with a mesh shield on the
silencer. Also has scalloped paintwork like a Lakes racer from the fifties and
a stainless mesh grill (like a Bentley 8) that was probably the hardest thing
oh the whole car to make. It has adjustable coil over shocks on the back with
quite a lot of spacer between the wheels and the brake drum as the wheels
are 15 inch Rover/MG alloys the idea was to make it look like a Hot Rod MG
J2. | hope to get nicer wheels when | have the money.
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and copy for the Club Magazine.
1 | I'm most grateful to everyone, and
- | hope that you have enjoyed read-

by email or snhail mail. | have

Dear I\llembers,

Another year almost passed! |
hope that you have enjoyed being
part of our Club over the last twelve
months. Thank you to all those
members who have been in touch
with me and provided photographs

ing the articles when youve
heeded a break from being in an
unheated garage trying to complete
the build of your Midge or just
‘fettling’ your pride and joy.

Thanks to Neil Russell for keeping
the Website up and running. There
is no doubt that the Website is a
great resource and brings in more
new members than any other type
of publicity. It also helps us to be-
come a world wide organisation,
whilst still maintaining a local
friendly touch. Remember that if
you have a problem with building
your Midge, then someone else
may have already solved it, so
keep the letters and emails coming!
Aftached to this month’s magazine
you will find a Membership Update
Form. It is important that you
return this to me by the end of
January 2010 if you wish to
remain a member for the next
year. The good news is that there
is no subscription to pay as we are
still solvent as a club. For those on
email, | have also attached a copy
of the latest Members’ List so that
you can check your details. Please
note that if nothing has changed,
then just enter your membership
number {if known) name and
address, sign the form, and return it

omitted email addresses from the
Members' List to avoid the spam-
mers and scammers. All the best
for Christmas, good health and
every success in the

New Year with

your Midge. S

John \~_
















