An Austin Healey REPLICA
a ship at £27000!

The owner of Donington Park, Tom
Wheatcroft first went to a race there on
his bike in 1935 and squeezed under the
fence to get in for freel By 1970 he had
bought the circuit and set up the Museum
of Grand Prix cars in 1973. Now Doning-
ton is becoming more commercially
minded, and for kit car enthusiasts, this
meant that the show on 15-16 September
had to be shared with another event or-
ganised by the VSCC, the See Red 2007
which was a series of races for vintage
cars and motor cycles. Unfortunately, kit
car visitors were not able to see them,
but a flying display by a WW?2 aircraft
(appropriately a Spitfirel) was really
something to enjoy.

This is where Michelin tyres are used
now that F1 racing cars have changed
to Bridgestone
The main Show/sales area took place in
the Exhibition Hall where various manu-
facturers had their vehicles on display,
and there were stands for the all impor-
tant bits and pieces which are needed
when building a car.

Maybe I'm getting a bit long in the
tooth, but it seemed to me that nowadays
the simple home constructed car which
provides cheap transport ...
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and an improvement to one's practical
skills is not easily available.

. An Austin Healey replica for sale at a
touch under £27K seemed to underline
this, maybe because the introduction of
the SVA has affected cars at the lower
end of the market. Those kit car owners
who came in a vehicle other than a West-
field or a Cobra replica could be forgiven
for feeling left out as both the Exhibi-
tion/Sales area and the parking allocation
seemed to favour these two models.

As for Midges, apart from my car, there
was one other Midge which had been
driven from Selby in North Yorkshire by
Keith Warren. I was also pleased to meet
Malcolm Hopwood from Thornton Clev-
eleys who is working hard to get his
Midge on the road. Keep at it Malcolml
Overall then, not a great show for Midge
owners but of interest nonetheless, and
those still in the build stage would have
found bits and pieces to spend their

money on.
NEWS FROM OUR
MAN IN PRAGUE
Dear John,
I expect you remember I bought my
Triumph Midge in late summer last year,
and thanks to your kindness I became a
member of MOBC, as far as I know the
one and only in Czech republic. I'd like
to describe my experiences from the
first year of my close association with
the splendid machine.
The car which I bought could serve as
an exemplary instance of simplicity and
elegance in everyday service. It is
based on a Herald from 1970, but the
reconstruction was done quite in spirit
of the Midge, that is as cheaply as
possible ( Continued Page 2 )
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Keith Warren's car has been featured
in earlier newsletters but here's a picture
of it just to remind youl The car took over
7 years to build, and the attention to
detail is quite incredible. In my view it is
of a far superior quality than any mass
produced car - and that includes MGs!

OUR MIDGES LOOK
GREAT, BUT WHAT
ABOUT US?

We’ve noticed increasingly in recent
years more and more owners of classic
style cars getting into the spirit of the
time of their car with 1930°s fashions
being the most popular—sometimes
with both driver and passenger in
matching outfits! Styfes on Page 4

Check
out the
Bow
Tie!













