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Steve Brocklesby, our Midge
Man of the Month last time,
writes:

Thank you for sending me the
magazine, (famous at last). You
do a fine job putting every thing
together. | hope that | can contrib-
ute some more articles in the
future. One Idea | had was to
have a list of websites, names of
companies, etc that other mem-
bers would find useful in the
location of parts and materials. All
members could put forward the
ones they have found particularly
helpful. This could lead to a data
base of very useful and time
saving information. | know it
would have saved me some time
if | had known the best products
and companies to use.

This is a great idea Steve. If any-
one has any recommendations

please forward then to Neil Russell
for the Club Website so that we all
know about them. There are
already a few companies on the
links' page — more would be
welcome!

Pride of Ownership - Steve
Brocklesbhy

Tom Sanderson and | attended the
40th Anniversary East Coast Run
onh Sunday. The weather was
fantastic with sun and blue skies.
The event started at the East Park
in Hull, were all the vehicles made
available for inspection by crowds
of people. We then embarked on a
journey to Sewerby Hall near Brid-
lington. Our arms were tired by the
time we got there with all the
waving to the many people who
lined the route. At Sewerby all the
cars lined up for further inspection
by the public. We were given moral
support by our other halves, who
enjoyed the day as much as us.
There may have been more expen-
sive or more exotic machinery on
show but no one showed more
pride in their cars than Tom and I.

Send all stories, photographs &
questions to John Bircumshaw
johnbirc@btinternet.com
Tel: 01455 634168
15 Westminster Drive, Burbage,
Hinkley, LE10 2HA

Dear Members,

| hope that you are all well and
enhjoying your cars. The summer
hasn't been good Midge weather
but there's been the odd day to get
out for a run in the sunshine.

These last few months have seen
quite a lot of activity in terms of our
club membership. There have been
more members offering their cars
for sale than at any previous time,
and there have also been more new
members joining the Club since |
took over as Secretary nearly four
years ago. You might think that the
new members were merely the
ones replacing those who had
bought club-members’ cars, but
generally this is not the case. It
always surprises me that there are
many Midge owners out there who
are not in our Club. If you know of
anyone in that situation, then
please tell them about us!

Perhaps it is all due to the
recession. Younger members are
becoming more insecure in their
employment, having to work longer
hours, and there is less time and
money left for leisure activities. The
older members on a pension are
concerned about maintaining their
standard of living, and with
increases in costs (especially
petrol) the future doesn't look too
bright in the short term.

But enough of this doom and
gloom! Building and running a
Midge is one of the most satisfying
hobbies it is possible to have, and
going for a drive in your Midge is
guaranteed to put a smile on your
face, and those who you meet.
When you feel depressed, wait for
the next fine day, put on your flat
cap and goggles and cheer yourself
up with a drive in a real motor car.
I've tried it and can guarantee that it

works!
John
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Slow but sure is the progress on
my Midge and the next jobs were
to have been the replacement of
the right front side of the tub
which has delaminated probably
due to accident damage, and
making new doors. Seeing
comments on the forum about
fuel tanks and spare wheels |
have postponed these in favour
of fitting the fuel tank and spare
wheel.

The tank is mounted by bolts
through the flange, at present just
two bolts on the top edge. My
only modification will be a pair of
struts from the bottom of the
bulkhead to the bottom corners of
the tank to prevent it swinging
back when subjected to the fierce
acceleration of which the car will
be capable. The tank itself
weighs 20 pounds and | have
assumed 12 gallons of petrol
adding 88 pounds. The horizontal
forces are small and | can test
the ability to withstand the

vertical forces by supporting my-
self on the top of the fuel tank.
Thanks to the ingestion of choco-
late the loads on the fuel tank
mounts are equivalent to a 2g
vertical acceleration.

Moving on to the spare wheel
mounting, the wheel weighs
32Ibs and the carrier 9lbs | have
assumed that the centre of
gravity of the two when bolted
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is at the centre of the wheel. The hub
is offset to the outside but the carrier
is well inside and more than counter-
balances this. The carrier was held
in place by four bolts, two at the

forward end of each arm into captive
bolts in the underside of the chassis,
| will retain these and fit an additional

_ support at the top of the carrier close

to the wheel centre. This is what |
am doing to my car and if it falls
apart | will let you know.

- Recommended reading: - Racing &

Sportscar Chassis Design by Costin
& Phipps and The Restoration of
Vintage & Thoroughbred Cars by
Wheatley & Morgan. The latter
shows the right way to restore cars
and is the standard to which | aspire
but seldom attain.

Gary submitted a mathematical
thesis on the design of these two
elements of his Midge which | have
abbreviated for the magazine! If you
would like a copy of the full version,
then please get in touch.

MIDGES LOOKING
FOR GOOD

HOMES

Triumph Midge, 1964 Herald
1200 based . Red with aluminium
bonnet. Full MOT and taxed
(free) for the year. Starts first
time every time. Brakes renewed.
The car is ready to drive away,
and many spares are included.
Other work vehicles and family
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cars unfortunately come first so
this is a reluctant but necessary
sale. For more information,
pictures efc please call Michael
Draper on 07815 612364 or
email:
sales@centraldevelopments.org
Price £2200 ono

Triumph Midge, Ron Suffield
is selling his 1500 Spiffire based
Midge. It has been unused for
10 years but is complete. It
would be a straightforward task
to put back on the road. The car
featured in an early Midge
Owners magazine. The car's
name is "Missy". Ron is looking
for £500 for his pride and joy.
Please phone him on 07837
488545 or email
ronold56@hotmail.com

Having seen Ron’s advert, |
checked the archives and sure
enough his Midge build is
desctibed in the autumn 1992
issue of the magazine. It must
have been a difficult decision to
sell the car after all this time,
and | trust it will go to a good
fiome. | hope that Ron still has
his ‘Battle of Britain’® video
where the MG driven by
Christopher Plummer inspired
him to build his car!

And now a give awayl.. (This
advert appears on our Club
Website)

Triumph Midge based on
Herald 13/60. On Sorn.
Complete but needs Battery,
seats, and other work, but en-
gine runs. O/D gear box. Midge
has been to Spain, France etc.
You will need a trailer to trans-
port her. FREE to the first per-
son turns up to take her away,
or will be taken to scrap yard in
the next couple of weeks. Con-
tact Brian Cooper on 01454
311428 (Yate, South Glos.)
Please save a Midge from an
ignominious end!




MIDGES ON THE MARCH!

MORE NEW MEMBERS!

Richard Hazelgrove says he
is a bit of an old car nut with a
1946 Austin 10, 1969 Wolse-
ley 16/60, Jaguar XJ40 and
Daimler XJ40, all of which are
MOT'd and on the road. Rich-
ard runs a company specialis-
ing in acting services, Murder
Mystery evenings, Medieval
Banquets, and ftraining offi-
cers with Police forces and
the MOD. His former cars in-
clude a Jaguar MkZ2 bought
for £650 and sold for £1700
about 20 years ago - He
bought another car with short
MOT as spares for £65 at the
timel He enjoys collecting old
phones, 1940's period any-
thing, telephone exchange
equipment, old radios efc.
Richard's wife, Anne, thinks
he has a form of Obsessive
Compulsive Disorder. She is
probably right!

Lee Turnham writes ‘| left
school many years ago and
started an apprenticeship with
a Mercedes dealership. |
managed to complete this
and went on to work in other
garages in the local area so
as to gain an all round skill in
vehicle technology. During
this time | started a race ca-
reer in Hotrods, and in 1984 |
was ranked second in the
British championship. Due to
the arrival of my daughter and
financial constraints this was
brought to a close in 1986.
Nothing better to do so,
another daughter arrived in
19871 In 90 | left motor trade

and joined the police force, and
after a few years | joined the Traffic
Dept and became one of the most
qualified officers in the area, obtain-
ing many driving licence categories,
and also vehicle prohibition and
post fatality vehicle examination. |
have since left this department and
now work within the community
style policing environment.

| have continued my great lust for
classic vehicles, in 1995 | restored
a Bond Minicar, which won 3™
place at the National Microcar
Rally, sold itand in 1997 |
purchased a 1960 BMW |setta and
restored it. It has been in the top 3
for concourse since then, the tro-
phies are becoming too many to
count. | am also restoring another
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Isetta for my father, which has just
been painted and awaits refitting.

This brings me onto the Midge,
found in a garden about 15 miles
from my home, and been stood for
about 5 years under a cover, | fell in
love with it although it was a wreck;
| nearly joined it when the wife saw
it on the frailer. | didn't know what it
really was until | started to clean it
up and research started. The body
was quite good but the chassis
looked very rusty, but after a clean
it was very good. | have replaced
most of the mechanical items such
as trunnions, brakes, steering joints
and rear suspension. The body has
been cleaned up as | wish to run it
for a year or so, to find the
problems, and then concentrate on
a nice paint job.
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AT PRESENT |

My other 2 road cars are a Lexus
IS 200 and a very quick
Smartcar, this will out accelerate
most sports cars up to 70mph.
It's been modified and has gone
from 55bhp up to a nice level of
96bhp; suspension brakes and
bodywork have also been played
with. That's me in a nutshell and
will support the club to the best of
my ability.’

Maurice Bakewell, tells us
about his brief love affair with
his Midge

| didn't know what a Midge was
until last October! I'm now semi-
retired having been in the fire
service for some 24 years first as
a mechanic, then as a firefighter.
| was looking for a winter project.
| have always had a keen interest
in classic cars, and, having
trained as a motor mechanic in
my youth, looked for something |
would be fairly familiar with. |
came across the Midge on e-Bay;
it was not too far away and
looked a fairly reasonable
cosmetic job to give my partner
and myself a head-turning run-
around for summer. The previous
owners’ grandchildren had given
it the nickname of the Flying Pig
and it has stuck! He had two cars
as hobbies (the other being a
Moss) but lack of time forced him
to sell one.

| bought the car with a new MOT
but having got her home found a
range of problems from seized



brake callipers; lights not working
and cross- wired; rear spring
weakened and needing replac-
ing; faulty exhaust not to mention
the tatty interior and paintwork! |
started by stripping out the inte-
rior; the seats needed replacing
and by cutting out the central
tunnel and re siting the
handbrake and gear lever gave
more room for seats with

runners; (I am tall and the original
fixed seats meant my knees were
wedged under the dashboard!)
Went for comfort over tradition as
can be seen from the photos! |
re-modelled the dashboard in
wood adding new gauges and
switches, together with a much
needed heater, which meant
cutting ventilation holes in the
bonnet. New carpets were fitted
and vinyl door cards which |
edged with piping to match the
seats and door handles inside. |
built short running boards and
gave her a much needed
re-spray.

On the first test run the cylinder
head gasket blew although this is
now fixed. | bought a replace-
ment engine which will remain
under wraps for a while yet as
the original engine seems ok at
the moment, although smoking a
little. | have taken her to a couple
of shows and we have also done
a 160 mile jaunt around
Pembrokeshire where we had a
chance meeting with the previous
owner who loved what we had
done to the car and would now
love to buy her back (his Moss is
still unfinished!) | don't think you
ever finish tinkering and there are
still a few jobs to do! I'm tempted
to change the wheels from the
current 13" GT6 wire wheels to
15". Any suggestions or a swap
would be welcome!

Post Script

Just after receiving this brief
biography from Maurice, | had
another message saying he had
decided to sell his Midge, so he
currently holds the record as the
Club Member owning a Midge for
the shortest time! The car was
advertised on eBay, but may still
be for sale. If you're interested in
purchasing the ‘Flying Pig’ then

do get in touch with Maurice on
01267 29087 1 or maurice-
bakewell@hotmail.co.uk

Clarence Micklewright (Clazzer)
tells us how he became the
proud owner of Dave Everall's
Midge

Hi all, it was about 2 years ago
when | first saw this very
interesting looking car on a drive-
way near to where | live. It had
been standing for a very long time
and was without any cover from
the elements. | posted a card
through the owners letterbox with
a contact number should he be
interested in selling the car - no
reply.lt was maybe 2 years later
that | happened to be passing the
house again when | saw a normal
car oh the drive as well, so |
knocked on the door. Well my
mother always said you don't get if
you don't ask. Dave Everall was
the man and the car was a Midge,
his Midge. It had been standing
since March 2003 and was a very
green colour and looking sorry for
itself. A look around it confirmed
that time outdoors had taken its
toll on the old girl and she would
need lots of TLC plus a fair bit of
welding to see the road again. A
deal was struck and | took home
(Reta) my Midge on a car
transporter.

After 3 solid months of hard graft,
sweat, tears and scuffed knuckles
the day came for the first drive,
and guess what - | hated it! It was
raining and she still had one or
two teething troubles, but after a
few trips and several return visits
to my garage we fell in love and |
have enjoyed lots of trips/journeys.
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The next job will be a re-spray over
the winter months.

Dave Everall, the builder of this car
made a very good job of it and |
thank him very much. But it's now
my car with my blood on it and |
hope | am a worthy owner; | have
and will keep on improving/
changing and altering her in many
ways keeping her on the road to be
appreciated by all who understand
what classic car ownership is all
about! This car makes me laugh/
smile and feel very happy as cars
should. You don't have to spend
hundreds of thousands of pounds of
car to have enjoyment. | have found
joy in the ownership of my Midge
(Reta). So come on members, get

your project startedffinished to see
what all the fuss is about and get
noticed!

Gerard Macluskey comes from
Bingley, West Yorkshire. Gerard
has purchased the Escort based
Midge Q44 VMF which formerly
belonged to John Howe. Those club
members with long memories may
recall that John used to produce
cartoons for some of the early is-
sues of the Midge Magazine. If
you're reading this, John, we'd be
delighted to hear from you again. A
cartoon from John is to be found
elsewhere in the Magazine.

Eric Loveland of Goring by Sea,
West Sussex has a Midge with a
Triumph 2000 engine. That should
really give it some oomph!







